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 Dear all,

Welcome to the May edition of the THCVS newsletter.  The CVS is experimenting with the format and frequency of our mailings at the moment, so this month’s edition is written by me, Gemma, the Development Officer, and contains mostly policy and funding information.  We’ll be setting up a regular pattern of e-bulletins shortly, as well as producing a printed newsletter and putting lots more information on our website at www.thcvs.org.uk.  

Please do let us know what you think of our communications and what you’d like to see included – we welcome your feedback and are always keen to include news items from our members.  You can e-mail me directly at gemma.cossins@thcvs.org.uk
Many thanks,

Gemma

THCVS ‘Back to the Future’ event on the impact of cuts

‘Back to the Future’, THCVS’s first event about the cuts, was held at the Minerva Centre on 13th April 2011 and was attended by 25 people from 22 organisations.  The purpose of the event was for third sector organisations to look at the current landscape following the March 2011 cuts, to discuss concerns and issues and to look at what the CVS might be able to do to help organisations at what is likely to be a highly challenging year ahead.

The report from the event sets out the discussion at the event and the actions that Tower Hamlets CVS will be taking.  Since it was written, our new Chief Executive, Khadiru Mahdi, has submitted a Freedom of Information request to the Council to get a clearer picture of what cuts have been made.  Please click on link here: http://www.thcvs.org.uk/uploads/Letter-to-Mayor-LBTH-Repatriated-Funds-170511.doc 
We’re currently conducting a survey to help us map the changes to voluntary, community faith and social enterprise sector service provision in Tower Hamlets.  If your organisation has faced a cut or is anticipating one then please visit the survey site and answer the questions there; it shouldn’t take too long and the answers you give us will help us to get a picture of what’s happening in the borough.  Here is the link: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/9T25VT2 
Next  ‘Back to the Future’ Event:  

Wednesday 29th June 2011, Toynbee Hall

The next ‘Back to the Future’ session, will look at how we can all plan together to deliver next year and beyond and the refresh of the Third Sector Strategy.  This larger-scale event, on 29th June,  will be a chance to have your say, to find out more about what’s going on in the borough and to network with colleagues from both the council and the voluntary and community sector.  E-mail events@thcvs.org.uk or call us on 020 3286 3630 for a booking form.
Cuts in London

Of course, not all of the cuts happening are about local authorities cutting service and grants; the financial relationship between central and local government has also altered substantially. This TUC report on the impact of the cuts in London makes for interesting reading.

The Arts Council has also announced cuts to funding across the country. In total 206 bodies have received funding cuts.  The biggest group of organisations facing cuts are in London - 49 of the 206, although this is probably related to the fact that London has more arts groups than any other part of the country. The list of all funding decisions in London is available on the Arts Councils website. 

Proposed changes to legislation – have your say!

New Draft Statutory Guidance on Best Value; a good thing or a bad thing for challenging council decisions? 

The government is planning introduce minimal Best Value statutory guidance. The principle behind this change is that it should make it easier for organisations who feel they have been cut unfairly to challenge their local authorities.  

Part of the change will mean the repeal of the Duty to Involve, which was introduced by the previous government to help ensure that local people are given information about, consulted on, and involved in the decisions that affect their lives.  As Toby Blume of Urban Forum said in a recent blog post about it, it’s hard to tell whether the proposed change will have a positive or a negative impact on public involvement.  

The government is seeking consultation responses on the new guidance now, so have a look and see what you think.   London Civic Forum is collecting consultation responses about the Duty to Involve, and has a clear explanation of the proposed changes as well as a brief consultation survey on their website.  Their deadline for responses is 3rd June, and the DLG’s final consultation deadline is 14th June.
Concerns about the future of the Equalities Act 


As part of the further streamlining of legislation via its Red Tape Challenge website, the government is looking for views on the future of the Equality Act, which now covers all anti-discrimination legislation in the UK. One of the suggestions for comment is scrapping the Act altogether; please visit the sit and have your say.

Big Opportunity News 

The Big Opportunity, managed by London Civic Forum, is the voice of London’s voluntary and community sector on all issues relating to the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games and their legacy.  For more information visit www.thebigopportunity.org.uk  

Legacy Fund for London -   The Big Opportunity has written a paper on the experience of the LA 84 Foundation.  If you have any views on how a legacy fund might support London’s community organisations and capitalise on the spirit of the games then please e-mail Big Opportunity Programme Manager Paul Bower on paul@londoncivicforum.org.uk      
London Living Wage 


May 2nd saw theannouncement  of a new London Living Wage of £8.30 per hour, an increase of more than 5%. This increase reflects the recent large increases in the cost of living measured by the Retail Price Index, as a result of food and fuel price inflation. It should ensure that the poorest Londoners’ do not suffer a drop in their standard of living.   There is more about the ten-year London Living Wage campaign and its current attempt to persuade Tesco to commit to this, in this Guardian article. 
(From LVSC’s policy update – sign up here)

Big Society – two views
A lot has been written about the Big Society in the months since it was first announced.  For interest, here are two recent pieces from two organisations, looking at the positive and the negative aspects of the scheme.

Big Markets; How Localism and the ‘Big Society’ Damage Independent Voluntary Action by the National Coalition for Independent Action is sceptical about how the big society can works in the context of significant cuts.

On the other hand, Big Society Opportunities for Small Organisations from NCVO’s funding team looks at the potential benefits of devolved power and increased localism.

Funding update:  Grants available 
The CVS subscribes to a number of funding bulletins and updates and will shortly be purchasing a grants database to make it easier for organisations in the borough to search for funding opportunities.  The grants listed below are just a selection, chosen for the immediacy of their deadlines and/or their relevance to groups in the borough.  

Young Film Fund
Deadlines 14th June, then 27th September.  Apply early!

The Young Film Fund from First Light is open for applications. There are two funds available to support young people’s (aged 5-19) film making projects.  The Fund has introduced a maximum number of applications which can be accepted in each round. In this round it is 80 so you are advised to submit your application well before the deadline. The cutoff point for accepting applications will be either when the maximum number is reached, or the actual deadline, whichever is first.  For more information see the First Light website.

Adult and Community Learning Fund

Deadline 10th June

A £2.25 million fund is available from the Skills Funding Agency to support adult and community learning activities in England. The fund is administered by The National Institute of Adult Continuing Education (NIACE).  Projects should be around informal learning for adults aged 19+, particularly disadvantaged adults. Grants range from £10,000 to £75,000 and can be used for full-cost recovery for eligible, direct project costs.  Grants are for additional activity, not for projects, activities or posts which already exist.  Projects need to be ready to start by 1 September 2011 (or as soon as contracts have been received) and grants must be spent by 31 March 2012.

See the NIACE website for full information and application materials.

Comic Relief
Deadlines 10th June

The next round of Comic Relief’s Older People and Sport for Change programmes are now open for applications.   Details of both are on the Comic Relief website.

Community Voices from the Media Trust

Deadline 13th June

The Media Trust has grants of £500 available through its Community Voices scheme, which aims to help communities that feel voiceless due to long-term illness, disability, or older age, access digital media. Communities with ideas for tackling the challenges they face through using digital media can apply for the funding, plus a mentoring and support package.  Communities who are not successful in applying for the funding may still be able to get mentoring to assist them with their project.

Find out more here.   
Big Venture Challenge
Deadline 30th June

The Big Venture Challenge is a national competition, run by UnLtd, to find 25 ambitious social entrepreneurs in England.  Winners will get an initial £25,000, plus the opportunity to pitch for up to £150,000 of seed investment, if this can be matched by loans or equity from co-investors. You also win business support and mentoring.

O2 Think Big

O2 Think Big is a fund for young people wanting to make a difference. People aged from 13 - 25 can apply to the fund for support with a project to improve their local community. Successful applicants will get £300 cash for the project and a whole range of additional support, including access to training and the chance to apply for a bigger, £2500 grant.

Nationwide Foundation Small Grants available

The Nationwide Foundation now has small grants programme open to charities which offer financial and / or housing related support to survivors of domestic abuse and older people (over 50). Projects should tackle either financial exclusion, housing issues & homelessness or both.  Grants of £500 - £5,000 are available and applications are assessed every two months. Full details are on the website.

Church Urban Fund Mustard Seed Grants for projects linked to faith groups

The Church Urban Fund provides Mustard Seed grants of up to £5,000 to help churches and faith-based organisations carry out community projects. The funding can be used to initiate new work or improve existing projects.  Mustard Seed Grants will fund specific activities but cannot be used for on-going revenue expenditure, existing salary costs, deficit funding or retrospective spending. Projects do not have to be Anglican but there should be a link between the project and a faith group.

If you meet the criteria you should contact your local link officer to discuss your project. 

Henry Smith Grants: Supporting groups experiencing social and/or economic disadvantage

The Henry Smith Charity offers a range of grant programmes and priority is given to work with groups experiencing social and/or economic disadvantage.  If the annual income of your organisation is below £150,000 you may be eligible to apply for a Small Grant. For further information on the different programmes click here.
PhD research – can you help?

Gabriela Rozman is a PhD student from Brazil looking to interview two focus groups of 5-6 Tower Hamlets residents.  She writes:

 “The research has been developed in the Institute of Social Psychology and CASE (Center of Analyses of Social Exclusion) from the Institute of Social Policy, both at London School of Economics (LSE).  In short, the interviewees must be residents of Tower Hamlets, adults, female or male and English-spoken. The aim is to run two focus groups with 5-6 people each, with approx. 45 minutes each. 

The "conversation" is about their understanding of socio inequalities in London: the causes, consequences, implications in their lives and for London's future. …

As for the date, I would like to run the focus group until the first week of June. “

Can you or your organisation help in identifying potential interview subjects?  If so please e-mail gemma@thcvs.org.uk and I’ll pass on your information.









