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Transforming Local Infrastructure Fund – Website Briefing
The Cabinet Office for Civil Society has announced a £30 million Transforming Local Infrastructure Fund to be managed by the Big Lottery.

The aim of the fund is to:

Provide better support for frontline civil society organisations by transforming local infrastructure services.
The fund is designed to support the transformation of local infrastructure organisations which propose:

· Collaboration and consolidation - creating more efficient, effective and agile organisations through rethinking business models, asset consolidation, merger of back-office functions and shared services

· The redesign and integration of services towards more imaginative and enterprising approaches that are valued and supported locally


· Better links with local businesses; more peer-to peer support within the local voluntary, community and social enterprise sector and stronger partnerships with local statutory bodies, particularly the relevant local authority


· Sustainability in the long-term without ongoing support from central Government.
Expected outcomes include:

· Frontline civil society organisations can access a wider range of high quality support, networking and volunteering brokerage opportunities and value them more highly. 

· There is stronger local leadership for civil society organisations which contributes to better partnerships with local businesses and the local statutory sector.
Key features and conditions of the fund:

· Only infrastructure organisations can apply i.e. those whose main purpose and services are to support the work of other voluntary and community sector organisations 

· Only one application will be accepted from each borough (local authority area), therefore it is incumbent on local infrastructure organisations to work in partnership
· The focus of the fund is to support projects that will result in mergers, collaboration or sharing of services

· The majority (75%) of the proposed services must be delivered in your local authority area.
Key dates

· 5 August 2011- All interested organisations should register expressions of interest.
· 2 September 2011-The lead partnership organisation must submit an Expression of Interest, providing details of the partnership. 

· Only when one Expression of Interest has been received from a local authority area will the lead applicant for the partnership be sent an application form.
· 31 October 2011-The deadline for submission of the full application.

Links:
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_transforming_local_infrastructure_guide.pdf
http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/prog_transforming_local_infrastructure_qa.pdf 
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