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Freedom of Information Request – Third Sector Funding
The voluntary and community sector in Tower Hamlets discussed the impact of cuts in funding and resources to the services the sector provides for the people of Tower Hamlets at its Back to the Future event on 13 April 2010. They explored how the sector will work together to find solutions to continue providing responsive services to the people of the borough.

Participants recognised the pressures on the Council to find £72 million of cuts over three years and the resulting constraints it faces in delivering statutory services with less.  The VCS also welcomed the Council’s commitment to preserve the level of £4.5 Million Mainstream Grant Programme in 2011-12.  However, participants expressed concerns about the loss of funding in some areas, such as Children and Young People Services. There was also particular concern that they do not have the full picture of the Council’s funding reductions outside of the Mainstream Grants Programme and asked the CVS to get this information.

We have asked the Third Sector Team for information on the level of funding to the Third Sector made by each department but they have not been able to provide this. We believe this information is vital for all of us to know in order to ensure cuts are not made disproportionately to the sector and that local people receive the best, most efficient and effective services. 

THCVS requests LBTH to provide us with details of the Council’s funding and commissioning relationships with voluntary, community, faith and social enterprise organisations.  We require relevant details from all Council departments in 2009-10 and 2010-11 for the following:

· Mainstream Grants 

· Contracts and commissions

· National Government and European programme funds managed by the Council

· Other project funding, including through the NHS.

These details will be used to inform our work over the coming year and enable us to plan how to support the sector. We will publish your response on the CVS web site and make it available at the next Back to the Future event in June 2011 where we hope the Tower Hamlets Partnership will actively participate in working through the issues for local people.

I look forward to receiving your full response by the end of May 2011.

Yours sincerely, 


Khadiru Mahdi

Chief Executive Officer
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